Wellington
BACK IN TIME WALK
a leisurely stroll
around scenes
from yesteryear

Devised by Allan Frost
for Wellington Civic Society and Wellington History Group
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Making the most of this ‘Back in Time Walk’
While enjoying the route and information in this booklet, spend some time looking
closely at the images and compare features with what can be seen today. Each picture
includes a lozenge showing its approximate date.
The route begins at the Lych Gate War Memorial on Church Street and ends at
the railway station. To get the best experience from this Back in Time Walk, follow
the route as it appears on the map and pause, read what the notes accompanying each
stopping place say ... and look around to make sure you don’t miss important or
interesting detail.
Try to imagine townsfolk going about their daily business and the little things that
were essential to their everyday lives. Also try to imagine how different your own life
would be if you were transported back in time. How would you cope without a mobile
phone? What would you do in what little leisure time you had, and what were the
‘personal skills’ you’d need to master to make, meet and foster friendships?
If nothing else, the illustrations in this booklet will not only help you realise how
much the townscape has changed over the years but also to appreciate the differences
between the lives our ancestors led and our own.
History doesn’t just happen. People make history. Including you.
And don’t forget to rest your feet and refresh yourself in one of Wellington’s pubs
and cafés!

Publication and distribution of this guide are sponsored by:
WELLINGTON CIVIC SOCIETY

WELLINGTON HISTORY GROUP

The Society exists to preserve our
heritage, record our past, protect our
environment, influence our future and
promote the town. We also liaise with and
support the Town Council, Telford &
Wrekin Council, and other organisations
with similar aims.
We meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at 2.30pm in the Wellington Town
Council Chambers in the Civic Centre.
Anyone interested in what is happening in
the town, its events, development and
heritage are very welcome to join us.

This volunteer Group aims to rediscovers
the history of Wellington, The Wrekin Hill
and the Weald Moors and seeks to spread
information via our popular Wellingtonia
magazine, as well as other publications,
public talks and other events.
Our public talks are free-to attend and
usually take place in Wellington Library
at 7:30p.m. on the third Thursday of the
month (except for July, August and
December).
Contact our Secretary by email at
joyrebello@hotmail.co.uk.
Please also visit our web site for further
details and to see many free-to-download
publications:
https://wellingtonhistorygroup.wordpress.com

Contact our Secretary by email at
wellingtoncivicsociety@outlook.com
You may also follow us on Facebook.
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Introduction
Wellington has existed since the seventh century when an Anglo-Saxon created his
farmstead here. His actual name is unknown but may have been something like
‘Weola’ which, when added to the Old English words inga and tun, lets everyone
know his was the ‘farmstead of the relatives and friends of Weola’. After various
spellings over the centuries, the present settlement is now called ‘Wellington’.
By the time of the 1086 Domesday survey, the farmstead had expanded into a few
cottages and a Saxon chapel with a priest. A replacement parish church was built in
the twelfth century.
The village grew during early Middle Ages. Attendance at church services led to
the first markets when folk took the opportunity to barter and socialise before
returning to the relative solitude of their farms. Wellington became essential to the
district, providing trades and services which enabled it to expand further.
Indeed, the existence of an established market led Giles of Erdington, then Lord
of the Manor, to acquire the town’s first Market Charter in 1244 by paying King
Henry III a suitable inducement. This Charter was little more than a tax-gathering
ploy, entitling the Lord and his heirs to receive a toll on every animal brought into
the town for sale at the market. The right to collect these tolls passed to Wellington
Markets Company and was phased out after 1954 when the company sold the town’s
Smithfield (which it had built in 1868) to auctioneers Barbers.
Some expansion to the centre of Wellington was planned between 1244 and the
middle of the fourteenth century. New streets were laid out to allow the erection of
buildings in a less haphazard way, including New Street itself, Cottage Row (later
Butcher Row, now Market Street), Walker Street and New Hall Street (later renamed
Foundry Lane, the site of which is now occupied by car parks). The name ‘New Hall
Street’ implies someone with wealth, possibly the Lord of the Manor, intended to erect
a new dwelling for himself; it never materialised.
The arrival of the Black Death in the mid fourteenth century had a devastating
effect on the population. Wellington lost two priests at All Saints parish church within
a few years and many villagers died with them. Development in the centre of
Wellington was virtually frozen for several centuries. Nevertheless, the existing
framework saw the arrival of new professions, like bell making, while others served
the farming community. Traditional trades (tanning hides, processing fleeces and
producing ale, etc.) continued.
By the nineteenth century, Wellington had grown into a flourishing town where
businesses made goods for, sold food to and provided substantial leisure opportunities
not only for its residents but everyone who lived, worked and played in the
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surrounding district’s towns and villages. Prosperity continued almost unabated until
control of its own destiny passed into other hands from 1968 onwards, when ‘Telford
New Town’ was first named and the fortunes of conurbation villages and townships
like Wellington steadily declined through the actions of successive councils.
Perhaps those fortunes will, one day, be reversed.

c.1930

Above: New Street snakes its way from bottom centre (where it joins Market Square) to the
top of the photo. The Medieval street was split into two (the upper half named High Street) in
the 1870s. The division is marked with a star at the junction with Chapel Lane (which runs off
to the left) and St. John Street (just beyond the former Chad Valley factory on the right).
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1. All Saints Parish Church
This Back In Time Walk begins at the Lych Gate (left), the War Memorial erected on
Church Street in 1922. It commemorates local folk who died serving their country in
both World Wars (biographies for the WWI personnel can be found at
www.shropshirearchives.org.uk). The gate itself was built close to where the original
vicarage to All Saints church stood until the railway was created in 1849.
The churchyard is now a Garden of Rest, created to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s
Coronation in 1953. Before then, the churchyard was overcrowded with burial
monuments; their human remains still lie here beneath the levelled surface.
The twelfth century church (inset, Roman Catholic until the Reformation and
located where the sunken garden (bottom) is now) was demolished to allow the
building of the present parish church in 1790. The old church had been
commandeered by Parliamentary troops during the English Civil War and its windows
and statues used for target practice, leaving the building to decay.
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The present church (opposite page) was designed by George Steuart and has been
described as ‘a fine, dignified stone building ... but presented far too self-consciously.’
When approaching the front doors, look up at one of the clock faces (inset) to see
the scissors on the hour hand. This quirky design is thought to be an indirect nod at
one of the tailors in the town who contributed towards the cost of a new clock during
refurbishment work towards the end of the nineteenth century.
If the front door of the church is open and no service is underway, step inside and
compare the early twentieth century interior view with what you can see today. The
columns supporting the three-sided gallery contained cast-iron shafts with a trefoil
cross-section. Also take time to examine the detailed stained-glass windows, including
that in the east window.
Return to outside the church and follow Lych Gate Walk to King Street. Turn left and
walk alongside the eastern wall of the churchyard.
King Street was once known as Back Lane and acted as a bypass avoiding the
narrow, congested streets in the town centre, thus allowing travellers passing between
two ancient east-west routes (The Portway to the north and Watling Street to the
south) to do so without suffering inconvenience.
The engraving below, published in 1824, shows a west-facing view of the town
with Back Lane in the foreground, the east window of All Saints and the since greatlyenlarged churchyard on the right. Buildings running to the left of the church comprise
Church Street, Market Square and New Street, with The Wrekin Hill on the left.

1824
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2. King Street (and Albert Road)
Pass the churchyard and walk towards the corner of Plough Road (originally named
Chapel House Road) which takes its name from the public house standing on the
opposite side of the road.
Adjacent to the wall separating All Saints’ churchyard from St. Patrick’s Roman
Catholic Church (above) is the Catholic Presbytery and cruciform War Memorial. The
church was built in 1906 to replace an 1838 chapel on Mill Bank when part of its
roof collapsed. It no longer exists.
When St. Patrick’s church celebrated its centenary, a stained glass window in
memory of the Blessed (now Saint) Robert Johnson (see inset above) was installed to
accompany a number of other interesting memorial windows.
While standing at the corner into Plough Road, look diagonally across King Street to
the entrance of Albert Road. The King Street buildings (opposite page, top) belonged
to the Hiatt Ladies’ College and extended into Albert Road (opposite, bottom). The
College, the first in the country to provide education specifically for middle class girls
had a reputation second to none.
From humble beginnings above a shop in Market Square in 1847 to a cottage in
King Street, a particularly advantageous second marriage enabled Elizabeth Hiatt (née
Keay) to extend her establishment to include properties shown in these photographs
as well as other buildings and a large playing field further along Albert Road.
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Following 100 years of success under the leadership of devoted principals, the
College was acquired by a consortium of local businessmen. Their decisions led to a
decline in College reputation, obliging it to close in 1959. Its buildings and extensive
grounds were replaced by private housing, the majority of which occupies the former
playing fields where Hiatt Avenue preserves the name of this prestigious establishment.

1940s
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3. Church Street to The Green
Now walk along Plough Road to its end and turn left into Church Street. From early
times, Church Street was the main route from Back Lane to All Saints Church (and
later to the centre of the growing village). As with New Street, Church Street was
divided into two and its northern segment renamed Park Street.
The Lord Hill public house, named after Rowland Hill who fought alongside the
Duke of Wellington at Waterloo, stood on the plot of ground on the left hand side of
the exit from Plough Road until the 1840s. A Police Station and Magistrates’ Court
(opposite, top) was built on the site in 1896. It has had several uses since a new Police
Station in Glebe Street was erected in the 1950s.
Continue past the former Police Station and pause at a small car park adjacent to
the gates into All Saints’ churchyard opposite Barclays Bank. This plot is all that
remains of The Green (opposite, bottom), created after King Edward I decreed in 1285
that no fairs or markets should take place in churchyards, their traditional location.
Those events relocated to the nearest empty public space: The Green. Over time,
properties encroached to make it much smaller. This was where weekly markets took
place until 1864 when the Market Hall in Market Street was built. Livestock auctions
were also held here until 1855 when John Barber set up his own auctions elsewhere.
The weekly market reappeared for a single day (below) at the start of the Great
War when Cheshire Regiment horsemen were billeted in Market Hall on their way to
the battlefields of northern France.
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4. The Green To Station Road
Follow the low churchyard wall along Church Street until you cross the railway bridge
and meet Station Road to the left. This corner marks the present entrance into Market
Square. Until railway services arrived in 1849 and the bridge was erected, this stretch
of Church Street was known as Market Place and included today’s Market Square.
The photo opposite (top) shows the revived-for-a-day market held in August 1914
and imitates how market stalls had extended from The Green into the large field in
which markets were held. Note how high this portion of the churchyard wall was at
this time – much higher than now partly owing to centuries of human and animal
‘footfall’ lowering the level of the road, together with ground levels rising inside the
churchyard as more and more bodies were laid to rest.
The overcrowded burial ground was levelled and countless monuments, headstones
and grave markers removed to create the present Garden of Rest to commemorate
Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation; the wall was lowered at the same time.
The photo (opposite, bottom) shows the wide bend in Church Street. The first bank
in town occupied the building on the left and transferred in 1874 (after having been
taken over by Lloyds Bank) to the tall building to the right of the arched walkway
called Ten Tree Croft, named after a smallholding where cloths were stretched on
tenterhooks for drying. The bank building was recently converted into apartments.The
photo below shows not only advertising posters on the bridge but also a drinking
fountain which promoted Wellington’s first Public Baths, opened in 1910.

1920s

15

1902

1960

16

5. Station Road into Market Square
This scene (opposite page, top) was the view from the railway bridge and shows a
building with a 1901 date stone above the highest curved window. It had been the
site of an earlier bank and has since been taken over by other banks, such as Barclays,
Midland and, until recently, HSBC.
It has recently become a community cinema and cafe complex called Orbit.
Noblett’s sweet shop on the right was once an inn named the Six Bells (the parish
church used to have six bells); these properties were demolished in the early 1970s.
Opposite, bottom: Station Road (originally named Station Approach). Before the
railway arrived, this area was occupied by a pool and the stables, outbuildings and
yard of Talbot Hotel which itself stood where the Orbit building is now.
The Orbit entrance in Station Road at the left-hand end of the building was, until
the 1960s, a small shop. It had originally been the bank manager’s home but became
Hetherington’s Music Stores from c.1920 until the mid 1930s when Stanley Field
acquired the business; he remained there until relocating elsewhere in the early 1960s.
It has since been absorbed into the main (former) bank premises.
Walk south along the left hand side of Market Square and turn round to see the view
(below). The former bow windowed property was the Bradford Arms and, from the
1780s, became a wine and spirits merchant’s. It is now part of the Beacon pub.
Now walk through the opening on the left into Market Street.
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6. Market Street
Stroll along the right hand side of Market Street and observe the present appearance
of the Market Hall opposite. When you reach the property shown below, stop and
compare these photos (below and opposite page, top). Many have been adapted to
accommodate modern business requirements.
The archway to the right of the former Ercall Hotel (below) led into a large rear
yard where horse drawn vehicles (including a massive oak hearse) could be hired, and
enormous Assembly Rooms where folk gathered for dances, lectures, meetings and
other entertainment. The hotel dated to around 1870 and closed in 1985. The
Assembly Rooms, finally used as a car sales and repair centre, were demolished to
make way for the present Wilko store.
Further down Market Street and occupying another portion of the Wilko site stood
the Wrekin Brewery. It had originally brewed in the building now used by Cake Box.
Evidence of architectural features can still be seen. Following relocation to a larger
purpose-built brewery near the Assembly Rooms, the site was turned into a Mineral
Water Works (opposite, bottom) which closed during the Great War.
The Brewery operated from about 1870 until 1969 (it was once the largest
privately owned brewery in the country with over 200 tied houses) when it was
acquired by Greenall Whitley ... and closed.
Now retrace your footsteps, return to Market Square and turn right.
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7. Market Square
The ‘market place’ began as an open space at the southern end of the stalls and
‘pitches’ which extended on market days from The Green. As time passed, permanent
buildings reduced the size of the open space, including at the southern end which
ultimately created Bell, Crown and Duke Streets.
Left: Dominating Market Square from about 1870 was the Wrekin Hotel, itself
on the site of the former Pheasant Inn (not to be confused with the pub of the same
name at the far end of Market Street), an old establishment with a large rear yard and
stables which accommodated passengers of The Shamrock and other stage coaches
until the inn closed in the mid 1830s. The Wrekin Hotel, run by and associated with
the proprietor of the Wrekin Brewery, became a Temperance hotel during the Great
War and closed around 1930. It has become home to several retail outlets and offices.
Bottom left: Probably the oldest building in Market Square is the timber framed
shop at its southern end. Once classed as 1 Crown Street, this shop was the site of a
cordwainer’s and leather factor’s workshop; the first floor is where his daughter began
an ambitious enterprise which ultimately became the Hiatt Ladies’ College.
Below: The author’s imagined reconstruction of the original seventeenth century
Market House, demolished for causing inconvenience to vehicles and pedestrians (as
well as requiring expensive renovation work) around 1805.
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8. The Shambles (Market Approach)
A new Market House was built as a replacement for the original one in Market Square
... but not until 1838. It stood at the western end of The Shambles (the traditional
name for an area occupied by butchers’ stalls). When the present, much larger, Market
Hall was built in 1864 to replace the 1838 House, The Shambles was home to twenty
butchers’ stalls. Occasionally, shops have since occupied the space, such as Laud’s
confectioner’s (bottom) which was demolished after its roof collapsed.
Houlston’s, later acquired by Hobson’s, was a major provincial printing works
from around 1800; part of the building still exists. Compare the 1906 photo with
what you can identify today.
Now retrace your steps and turn right into Duke Street.
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9. Duke Street
This short, narrow, road was originally Dun Cow Lane, named after the pub which
still serves patrons. The lane became Duke Street during the 1870s as it was thought
to be a more respectable name, appealing to Victorian sensitivities.
Note how much the appearance of shops has altered.
Continue ahead to the corner and turn right into Walker Street.
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10. Walker Street
Part-pedestrianised Walker Street is the middle parallel road created in the thirteenth
century (the others are Market Street and the former Foundry Road) and takes its
name from the system of treading (‘walking’) fleeces prior to processing. It was also
the traditional location for sheep sales.
Walter Davies’s ornate corner building (opposite, top), erected c.1902, was in
business here until Halifax Building Society acquired the premises in the early 1970s.
Continue westwards along Walker Street to the elaborate facade of the building
on the left (opposite, bottom). This was the Public Library between 1907 and 2010
(replaced by a new library inside Wellington Leisure Centre). This plot had been on
the site of the Union Workhouse, the right hand part of which, built in 1840 is still
visible. When a new Workhouse was erected in 1875 on Holyhead Road, the extension
became premises of the Union Brewery which closed in 1920 as a direct result of
restrictive Great War brewing and public house legislation.
Retrace your footsteps. Note Edgbaston House on the right; the white-painted
low-roofed (Medieval) section is believed to be the oldest known building in town.
When you reach the Halifax building, compare the scene with the photo below. The
building straight ahead was the Fox & Hounds pub, rebuilt in 1908. The pub closed
in 1971 and has since had various business occupants.
Turn right into Tan Bank at the end of the road.
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11. Tan Bank
Tan Bank gets its name from a tannery where animals hides were processed for leather
goods such as boots, gloves, etc. Parts of the tannery were found during excavations
behind Edgbaston House in 2009, when evidence of horn working (to fashion articles
like fine combs and hunting horns) was also discovered. Such a long distance from
the Tan Bank roadside to the rear of Edgbaston House suggests the tannery occupied
a Medieval ‘burgage plot’ (see pages 30 and 32 for more information). Tanneries were
filthy places and often stood outside town boundary ditches.
Walk southwards up Tan Bank, observing the current uses of the buildings on
either side. The chapel-like windows on the right (opposite, bottom) show where a
1825 Congregational Chapel once flourished. On the other side of the road, where a
former nightclub stairway stands, was the site of a crofter’s cottage until just before
the Great War when an American Roller Skating shed amused punters until it was
replaced by the Grand Theatre which ceased to trade in 1975. Note the small shop
beyond the steep steps; in 1960 it was occupied by the Halifax Building Society
(opposite, top).
Continue until you arrive outside The Walnut Restaurant, originally named Bank
Cottage; it became Pisces Wine Bar and Bistro from about 1980 until 1990.
Now turn round with your back to the Restaurant and look over the road.

1980s
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12. Foundry Lane/Road (now part of a link to Walker Street)
The short road in front of you was, until the 1980s, known as Foundry Lane or Road,
and linked Tan Bank with Wrekin Road. It was the third of the three parallel Medieval
roads and was called New Hall Street in the 1830s, suggesting that someone of note
had intended it to lead to an impressive new mansion. There have been two or three
actual foundries along this stretch, two on the right (one a brass foundry) and one on
the left near where the road bends in the photo below.
At the time of this scene, Chetwood’s Garage (with a showroom and workshop
on Tan Bank) had been built on land which had previously been occupied by a row
of terraced cottages with long front gardens.
Foundry Road disappeared during the late 1980s when plans to create a section
of the present Ring Road were realised. The land on both sides of Foundry Road was
developed into public car parks, civic offices, library and leisure centre.
The modern building on the right hand side of the junction of Tan Bank with
Foundry Road is called Landau Court, a reference to an internationally famous horsedrawn carriage works owned by the Clift family until around 1920 ... whose premises
were actually on the opposite side of Tan Bank on the site of an earlier gas works!
This short remnant of Foundry Road now provides a link road to Walker Street.
Return down Tan Bank. At the end of the road, turn left and then sharp right into
Crown Street (opposite, bottom).
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13. Crown Street
The market stall origins of buildings flanking Crown Street, along with those in
adjacent Duke and Bell Streets, have been described on page 21. Ancient timbers
occasionally come to light during renovations and tend to confirm that theory.
Crown Street is believed to have been called Middle Street during the eighteenth
century, when an open stream flowed along it and through Market Square; it was
later conduited and the road renamed Crown Street after a pub which closed in 1978.
Timber framed White Lion inn with its possible seventeenth century carvings was
once two adjacent properties. In the 1840s, the right hand side was a bakery while
the pub not only served ale but also cut hair and sold perfume! Many pubs embraced
other trades for additional income to make a decent living.
Continue to the end of the road and turn right into New Street.
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14. New Street (west)
This street was created in Medieval times and eventually joined King Street, and thence
followed Mill Bank to join the ancient east-west route later improved and called
Watling Street by the Romans.
New Street became the main southern approach into Wellington, terminating at
Market Square. In the 1870s, the road was split into two with the southern section
adjoining King Street renamed High Street; this was an arrangement designed to ease
the increasingly heavy loads postmen were expected to carry. It was at this time that
house numbering was also introduced.
The ‘new street’ was characterised by ‘burgage plots’, a Medieval development
concept which comprised narrow shop frontages (often about a ‘perch’ (five metres)
in width) set at right angles to the street, and with a long plot behind. These plots
catered specifically for tradesmen whose workshops, stables, gardens, etc., lay behind
the shop and also provided accommodation for the family, apprentices and servants.
Eventually, both sides of the full length of the street were filled with properties,
and many one- or two-storey buildings became absorbed into or were expanded into
multi-storey premises. Tall eighteenth century examples can be seen on the north side
of this part of New Street. Norman Jellyman’s shop (below) was demolished in 1960.
Walk a few metres along New Street until you reach Bell Street on the right.
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15. Bell Street
As has been mentioned above, the origins of properties in Bell Street, like Crown and
Duke Streets (referred to as ‘B C D’ as a way of remembering their order), were as
temporary wooden stalls set up in the Middle Ages as part of the Market Place.
The street owes its name to a public house called the Bell Inn which stood in New
Street and faced the entrance to Bell Street; in 1840, this inn was a single property
later split into two and currently occupied by the Cancer Research charity and
Holland & Barrett’s health foods.
There used to be two pubs in Bell Street itself. The Rose & Crown (below) on the
left from the street entrance probably dated from the eighteenth century and closed
c.1970 after which it was divided into retail outlets. The Barley Mow stood at the far
end of the street, also on the left; it closed in 2007 and is now a hairdresser’s studio.
Earlier names for Bell Street are also interesting. In the 1830s, ‘Swine Market’ (a
reference to a regular pig sales which took place along the road) and (in the late
Victorian period) ‘Town Pump’ (a name relating to hand-cranked water pumps which
were located at the northern part of adjacent Tan Bank until around 1900. Small
wonder our respectable ancestors prefered to dispense with ‘Swine Market’ in favour
of Bell Street!
Continue to walk eastwards along New Street.
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16. New Street (continued)
As you stroll along New Street, gauge the width of shop fronts to see whether any
conform to ‘perch’ (approximately five metres) or multiple-perch widths, one of the
standard measurements for plotting Medieval burgage plots. The premises now
occupied by Heron Foods, for example, has been built on two adjacent plots and set
back from the street. Shops on the two plots in question can be seen (below) where a
cluster of women and children are standing on the left. (The former Bell Inn premises
which named Bell Street are behind the two gentlemen on the left in the photo.)
Pause outside the William Withering pub (opened in 2011 as part of the
Wetherspoon’s portfolio) on the left and contrast it with the photo (opposite, top)
showing the Duke of Wellington pub which dated to around 1815 (if not earlier) when
Arthur Wellesley attained his dukedom. The pub was demolished in the 1960s and a
supermarket built in its stead. The William Withering has numerous picture and text
displays (provided by this author) featuring aspects of Wellington’s history on its walls.
The bow window of Bull’s Head Hotel (one of the oldest in town which closed
c.1937) is seen on the left side of the gap now leading to the bus station on The Parade.
Continue along New Street until you arrive at the Methodist Church on the right.
As a point of reference, the tall building in the centre of the photo (opposite, bottom)
was a rope works on the left of the church ... where the Ring Road now lies.
Stop when you reach the Methodist Church.
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17. Victoria Street (now part of Victoria Road)
The Methodist Church stands at the current ‘top’ of New Street.
The 1960 photo (opposite) shows the author and the row of shops which stood
on the other side of the street; they were demolished in the 1960s to clear the way for
replacement buildings and the Ring Road.
Nailor’s Row car park was where the Bus Station stood until being moved to its
current location. Coincidentally, it was built on Victoria Street (below) where the
terminus for Small Bus Association buses was located from the 1930s onwards.
Nailor’s Row was a major location for nail making in the town, where those living in
its hovels (occupying land where shops on the right stood) eked out a living making
up to 130 different types of nails and tacks under the exploitative ‘cottage industry’
system. The Row is marked on the late 1830s map on the rear cover of this booklet.
New Street continued eastwards towards the junction with High Street before the
Ring Road required the demolition of and ran through almost all the land occupied
by the properties shown at the foot of this page.
In the centre of the 1963 photo is the solidly-built frontage to a building which
stands at the junction with Chapel Lane and St. John Street. The remaining non-Ring
Road beyond the youths on the left has been reclassified as part of an extended High
Street by Telford & Wrekin council rather than retaining its historic New Street name.
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18. High Street (originally part of New Street)
The 1870s start of the newly-created High Street, with the narrow opening into
Chapel Lane, can be seen in the 1935 photograph (opposite, top). The bunting across
the street marked celebrations for King George V’s Jubilee.
The 1960 photo shows the cottages that previously stood behind and close to
where the van is parked near the entrance to Chapel Lane.
The solidly-built property referred to on page 35 has been converted into a block
of privately-owned flats. The building was originally an 1836 Wesleyan Methodist
chapel which was purchased by the Chad Valley company and converted into their
Wrekin Toy Works c.1920. The distinctive curved frontage to the factory was added
to the chapel and built on a plot which had been a small cemetery for six bodies, the
remains of which were reinterred in Wellington Cemetery.
A range of soft toys (dolls, teddy bears, etc.) were made here but none as famous
as Harry Corbett’s glove puppets Sooty (inset) and friends whose television escapades
amused children from the 1950s onwards. The factory finally closed in 1979.
Many of the buildings in these photos have been demolished and a few
redeveloped. Some might say that’s progress. Others regard it as heritage destruction.
Now walk into Chapel Lane.
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19. Chapel Lane
The first Methodist Meeting House was licensed in 1797 and was located in Chapel
Place at the northern end of Chapel Lane, after which it is named. By 1836, the
congregation had grown so much that a new chapel (previous page)was built.
Chapel Lane was lined with substandard properties where nail and boot making
prevailed until they were demolished in the 1940s. The land became derelict (bottom)
until 1971 when a health centre and car park were built.
Walk to the north-west corner of the car park and over the Victoria Street
pedestrian crossing and follow the footpath parallel to the Bus Station shelters.

1971
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20. The Parade and Railway Station
Until 2009, the Bus Station site was a car park. Public conveniences now occupy a
plot used as a cattle market between 1855 and 1868 (when a new Smithfield market
opened on Bridge Road), and included a lane to the rear of the Duke of Wellington
and Bull’s Head stable yards as well as the Market Square’s Talbot Hotel bowling
green (see map overleaf) which was located where the 1950 photo was taken.
The flight of steps at the far end of the wall on the right lead to the entrance of the
railway station, the final stage of our Back in Time Walk.

1950
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Extract from an 1830s town plan of Wellington

After reading the notes in this booklet, see if you can identify some of the places
mentioned and which names have been changed over the decades.
The complete original plan is on display in Wellington library. It is from a collection
of three unique maps of early Victorian Wellington whose details may be found in a
free-to-download Wellington History Group Special Paper number 5 file under the
Publications tab at https://wellingtonhistorygroup.files.wordpress.com

